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Winding Up of Usher Hall Charitable Trust 

Executive Summary 

The Usher Hall Conservation Appeal (Usher Hall Trust) has served its purpose and it is 

now proposed to transfer all funds held by the charitable trust to the Usher Hall to 

contribute to the purchase cost of its new grand piano. This would result in the charity 

having no assets and therefore the only practical solution would be for the charity to be 

wound-up. 

Following an application to the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR), consent to 

wind up/dissolve the charitable trust was received on 19 December 2016.  

This report therefore seeks approval for the formal winding up of the charitable trust and 

the transfer of the remaining assets of the charitable trust to the Usher Hall. 
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Report 

 

Winding Up of Usher Hall Charitable Trust 

 

1. Recommendations 

1.1 Members of the Finance and Resources Committee are asked to: 

1.1.1 Approve the use of the remaining funds of the Usher Hall Trust to contribute 

to the purchase cost of the new grand piano at the Usher Hall; and 

1.1.2 Approve the formal winding up of Usher Hall Trust. 

 

2. Background 

2.1 The strategy to radically restructure the charitable trusts through a combination of: 

transfers to suitable external charities; consolidation; and expenditure of capital is 

almost complete.  As per the City of Edinburgh Council Charitable Trusts Trustee’s 

Annual Report and Accounts for the year ended 31 March 2016, future plans 

included the full disbursement of the remaining funds of the Usher Hall Trust in the 

2016/17 financial year. 

2.2 The Usher Hall has purchased a grand piano in the 2016/17 financial year for 

£118,875.  The Usher Hall Trust seeks to utilise its funds of £68,000 less the 

2016/17 governance costs, as a contribution towards this purchase. 

 

3. Main report 

3.1 As the Usher Hall has now purchased the grand piano, it is proposed that the Usher 

Hall Trust fulfils its purpose and assists in covering the cost of the purchase. The 

principal objectives of the Trust are “the promotion of the Arts” with the power to 

“promote, advance, encourage, manage and effect either on its own, through gifts 

or in conjunction with others, the improvement, maintenance, repair, renewal and 

conservation of the Usher Hall.” 

3.2 Clause nine of the trust deed of the Usher Hall Trust notes that “should 

circumstances arise under which a majority of the trustees deem it necessary or 

expedient for the Trust to be finally wound up and brought to an end, they shall 

have power and authority to do so and to realise and distribute the whole funds of 

the Trust.”  

3.3 As the purchase price of the piano exceeds the cash held by the Trust, it is 

proposed that the full value of cash at bank is transferred to the Usher Hall from the 
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charitable trust. This would ensure that the clause ten conditions were also met, per 

Appendix 1. 

 

4. Measures of success 

4.1 Appropriate actions are taken to transfer the funds to the Usher Hall and notification 

of the winding up of the Trust is provided to OSCR within three months of 

Committee approval. 

 

5. Financial impact 

5.1 The £68,000 less the annual governance costs (including Audit fee) will be 

transferred from the Usher Hall Trust to the Usher Hall to assist in covering the cost 

of the new grand piano. 

 

6. Risk, policy, compliance and governance impact 

6.1 The Finance and Resources Committee’s remit includes monitoring of both financial 

performance and the Council’s arrangements to secure best value and continuous 

improvement. 

 

7. Equalities impact 

7.1 There are no direct equalities and rights implications arising from the report’s 

contents. 

 

8. Sustainability impact 

8.1 There are no impacts on carbon, adaptation to climate change and sustainable 

development arising directly from this report. 

 

9. Consultation and engagement 

9.1 OSCR have been consulted in the process of receiving consent to wind-up. 

 

10. Background reading/external references 

10.1 The City of Edinburgh Council Charitable Trusts – Report to those Charged with 

Governance of the 2015/16 Audit 

 

http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/download/meetings/id/51988/item_76_-_the_city_of_edinburgh_council_charitable_trusts_-_report_to_those_charged_with_governance_of_the_201516_audit
http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/download/meetings/id/51988/item_76_-_the_city_of_edinburgh_council_charitable_trusts_-_report_to_those_charged_with_governance_of_the_201516_audit
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Hugh Dunn 

Acting Executive Director of Resource 

Contact: Liam MacDonald, Accountant 

E-mail: liam.macdonald@edinburgh.gov.uk | Tel: 0131 469 3174 

 

 

11. Links  
 

Coalition Pledges P31 – Maintain our city’s reputation as the cultural capital of the  
world by continuing to support and invest in our cultural 
infrastructure.  

P42 – Continue to support and invest in our sporting 
infrastructure.  

Council Priorities CO6 – Our children’s and young people’s outcomes are not 
undermined by poverty and inequality.  

C10 – Improved health and reduced inequalities.  

Single Outcome 
Agreement 

SO2 – Edinburgh’s citizens experience improved health and 
wellbeing, with reduced inequalities in health  

SO3 – Edinburgh’s children and young people enjoy their 
childhood and fulfil their potential  

Appendices Appendix 1 – Usher Hall Conservation Trust - Trust Deed 
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